
CHESTER COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Minutes of Regular Meeting of Board of School Trustees 

District Office – Chester, South Carolina 

Monday, June 8, 2020 – 6 p.m. 

 

 

Members present:  Mrs. James, chairperson; Dr. Collins, vice-chairperson; Mr. Fuller; 
Mrs. Lovern; Mr. Shannon; Mr. Smith; and Mrs. White.   
 

Others present:  Dr. Bain, superintendent; Mrs. Jinnette, chief financial officer; Mrs. 
Dunlap, chief instructional officer; Mr. Sumter, chief human resources officer; and Dr. 
Sutton, superintendent-elect.  
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Mrs. James called the meeting to order.  
 

INVOCATION 
Mrs. White gave the invocation. 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 
The board and others present recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag in unison. 
 

Notice to Media:  In accordance with the Code of Laws of South Carolina, 1976, 
Sec. 30-4-80(E), as amended, the following have been notified of the time, date, and 
agenda of this meeting:  The News & Reporter (Chester); The Herald (Rock Hill); WRBK 
Radio Station (Chester); WAGL Radio Station (Lancaster); and CN2 News (Rock Hill). 

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
 Mr. Smith made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Lovern, that item c, Lighting project 
resolution, under Action Items section be tabled.  The motion failed by a 3-4 vote.  Mr. 
Smith, Mrs. Lovern and Dr. Collins voted in favor of the motion.  Mr. Fuller, Mr. Shannon, 
Mrs. White and Mrs. James opposed.   
 
  Mr. Fuller made a motion, seconded by Dr. Collins, that the agenda be approved as 
presented.  The motion passed unanimously (7-0). 
  

SPECIAL RECOGNITION 

 Dr. Antwon M. Sutton – New Superintendent for 2020-2021 – The board 
recognized Dr. Sutton as the new Superintendent of Chester County Schools beginning 
July 1.   
 
 At this time, Dr. Sutton thanked the board for selecting him to be Superintendent of 
Chester County Schools.  He commented that he was looking forward to working with the 
senior staff to bring about positive changes to move Chester County forward and take the 
school district to the next level. 
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CONSENT AGENDA  
 On a motion by Dr. Collins, seconded by Mr. Fuller, the board voted unanimously  
(7-0) to approve the items under the Consent Agenda.   
 
 The Consent Agenda items approved were the following:  minutes of May 5, May 6, 
May 11, and May 18, 2020, meetings.  
 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

 Superintendent – Dr. Bain thanked the board members for their support and all that 
they had done for the children of Chester County and would continue to do under the 
leadership of Dr. Sutton.  She commented that the district was fortunate to have the 
leadership of Dr. Sutton in the coming weeks.  
 
 Dr. Bain gave an update on the zoom conference calls held for discussions of plans 
for graduation ceremonies and plans for starting fall sports practice this summer.  During 
the update, Dr. Bain reported that practice for fall sports would begin later in the month 
under district guidelines and the restrictions of SCHSL (SC High School League) and CDC 
(Center of Disease Control).    
 
 Dr. Bain gave a recap of the graduation ceremonies.  She thanked the district-level 
staff; the sheriff, the county supervisor, the fire department, and the local businesses for 
their efforts to make the graduations a success.   

 

 Operations Report – In Mr. Camp’s absence, Dr. Bain gave the operations report.  
She reported that 155 maintenance work orders had been completed since the last board 
meeting that included the following:  bookroom shelving removed at Great Falls Middle 
School and the wall removed in Great Falls media center; hallways painted at Lewisville 
Elementary School, exterior doors painted at Great Falls Middle School and rear exterior 
door on building B painted at Chester County Career Center; the walls painted at various 
schools where Promethean boards were removed; and carpet removed and replaced on 
the 700 hall at Chester Park Complex. 
 

 Financial Report – Mrs. Jinnette presented the Comparative Monthly Financial 
Statement for the period July 1, 2019, through May 31, 2020 (Attachment A).  She 
reported that the district was in good shape at the end of May. 

 
 Mrs. Jinnette gave an update on the district’s plan for the federal CARES Act funding 
allocation.  She discussed the 12 “buckets” of allowable funds that would cover expenses 
for educational services and eLearning, purchase of new equipment to protect students 
and staff, and purchase of bio-degradable food trays to best serve students in the 
classrooms.  Mrs. Jinnette reported that the CARES allocation was $1.75 million.  
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 Mrs. Jinnette next made a presentation on the LED lighting project.  She invited Mr. 
Bob Damron, financial advisor, and Ms. Frannie Heizer, bond attorney, to discuss funding 
for the lighting project. 
 
 Mr. Damron reported that the structure of bonds for the lighting project would be 
within the mills for debt service.  He pointed out that the project would be an operating 
expense and would not be a tax increase to the people of the county.   
 
 Ms. Heizer reported that the resolution to fund the lighting project would be presented 
later for approval.  She pointed out that the resolution, if adopted, would authorize the 
district to borrow up to $3,250,000 to upgrade the lighting equipment at all the facilities in 
the district. 
 

 Instruction Report – Mrs. Dunlap made a presentation on the year-end activities 
and the eLearning pilot for the coming year.  The presentation included information about 
the following:  virtual and drop-by award ceremonies, book distributions to students in the 
PK to fifth grade summer reading program, and the weekly book-and-a-meal provided to 
students in kindergarten to twelfth grade, summer literacy and math calendars, summer 
enrichment virtual classrooms for secondary students, elementary summer reading at 
Chester Park Complex with face-to-face lessons, and secondary APEX virtual learning. 

 

 Human Resources Report – Mr. Sumter gave the human resources department 
update.  He reported that the district was currently at 98 percent staffed for the 2020-2021 
school year.  Mr. Sumter also reported that Chester Middle School and Chester High 
School would participate in a residency program through Winthrop University. He pointed 
out that the residency program offers a $20,000 stipend to Winthrop interns that stay with 
the school district for three years.    

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 On a motion by Mrs. Lovern, seconded by Mrs. White, the board voted unanimously 
(7-0) to go into executive session. 
 
 The board entered executive session at 7:09 p.m. for certified personnel hiring 
recommendations and resignations discussion. 

 

RETURN TO OPEN SESSION 
 On a motion by Dr. Collins, seconded by Mr. Shannon, the board voted unanimously 
(7-0) to return to open session. 
 

ACTION ITEMS 

 Certified personnel hiring recommendations – On a motion by Mrs. Lovern, 
seconded by Mrs. White, the board voted unanimously (7-0) to approve the certified 
personnel hiring recommendations as presented (Attachment B). 

 



Regular Meeting 
June 8, 2020 
Page 4 

 

 

 Second reading of administrative rule amendments GCC-R(2) and GDC-R(2) –   
   On a motion by Dr. Collins, seconded by Mr. Fuller, the board voted unanimously   
(7-0) to approve the second reading and adoption of administrative rule amendment  
GCC-R(2) – COVID-19 Related Leave (Professional Staff). 

 
 On a motion by Mr. Fuller, seconded by Dr. Collins, the board voted unanimously       
(7-0) to approve the second reading and adoption of administrative rule amendment      
GDC-R(2) – COVID-19  Related Leave (Support Staff). 
 

 Lighting project resolution – On a motion by Mr. Shannon, seconded by Mrs. 
White, the board voted unanimously (7-0) to approve the lighting project resolution as 
presented. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
 There being no further business, Mrs. White moved, and Mr. Smith seconded, to 
adjourn.  The motion passed unanimously (7-0). 
 
    The meeting adjourned at 7:25 p.m. 
 

 
________________________________ 
Callie W. McConnell 
Secretary/Board Clerk 
 
________________________________ 
(Mrs.) Maggie J. James 
Chairperson 
 
 
 
 
 
 


